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DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF MANTECA AREA HISTORY

Upcoming Dates:
All events are at the
Museum, unless indicated.
Exec. Committee Meeting
Wed. Sept. 11, 2019
3:30pm
Reminisce Group
Tues. Sept. 17, 2019
1:00 pm
Board Meeting
Thurs. Sept. 19, 2019
6:30pm
Fall Social
Sun. Sept. 22, 2019
1pm - 4 pm
October Program
Thurs. Oct. 10, 2019
7:00pm

See us online:
themantecamuseum.org
Info.mantecamuseum@gmail.com
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The Life Story of Grandma Freitas
continued from August newsletter…
We went to the studio and asked if we could pick their geraniums in front of the studio to take a picture. The man said we could and our pictures were taken with both of us holding a bouquet of geraniums. We never told our parents that we used their money for these pictures and they never saw them. I still have these pictures today of Mary and me and one of
Mary by herself.
One day, my mother bought Mary a special gift, which was a brooch. Mary accidently lost it and was fearful that my dad would be very angry. So one day when we took the
butchered calves to Berkley to sell, we went on to Oakland and Mary bought a brooch with the
butchered calves money to replace it so my parents would not know she had lost it.
Another job I had was to walk along side my father as a guide while he seeded the
hills by hand. The rows were about three miles long. I also used to skin calves when they died
from an illness and I made $7.00 a hide. I sold them in Oakland to a hide company. I saved
$180.00 from skinning calves. We had no ice to keep our meat cold. My father went to Oakland to buy fish. All our meat and fish was salted to preserve it.
My sisters and I had to take turns washing dishes and washing clothes using a board.
I used to have a flower garden where I grew geraniums and chrysanthemums. I built a fence
around the flower garden to keep the chickens out. My sisters and I used the Sunday newspaper to wallpaper the kitchen to cover the cracks. The kitchen was very small and we ate in the
dining room. The boys slept in the dining room. The girls slept in the living room. My parents
slept in a bedroom and there was a room to churn butter. We took our baths in a tub in the
kitchen. The toilet was an outhouse in back of the house.
My first boyfriend was Tony Dutra who I met at age 17 at a dance at my Godfather’s
house in Orinda Park. I met my husband to be, Joseph Francisco Freitas, when I was 18 years
old. He came riding a horse along side his friend, Paul, to look for girls. His friend Paul told
him where we lived. I was milking cows in the corral. It was springtime. He first talked to my
brother, Joe, and then he spoke to me for a short time. He was 22 1/2 years old at the time. He
had come from San Pablo to Moraga and worked on a dairy owned by John Barrios next to the
school house called Glorietta. He visited me two to three times a week and stayed for a short
time. About four months after we met, he asked me if I would marry him and I said “Yes!”. We
would have married then, but when he asked my father, my father said I was too young. I told
him if he could wait for three years when I would be 21 years old, I would marry him then and
he agreed. We continued to see each other over the next three years off and on. My father went
with Joe to buy my wedding ring in Oakland in 1917. My father did not want Joe to spend a lot
of money on my ring. Joe picked out a ring in my father’s presence. After my father left the
jewelry store, Joe went back to buy a more expensive ring, but my father came back to the
store unexpectedly and met him at the door, so he changed his mind and kept the same ring.
In July of 1919, my family moved to Manteca on Jack Tone Road. We bought the
ranch with a house, a barn, corrals, a grainery, and a car garage for $39,000 cash for 91 acres
and twenty cows from Mike Borges. We sold most of our cows in Moraga and my father and
bother John and Joe herded 17 cows from Moraga to Tracy, where they then were put on a
train and unloaded in Ripon and then herded them to our new ranch...continued in October.
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President’s Corner
Fall will be here very soon, and the museum is busy with many activities. Final plans are being made for the 27th Annual Autumn Social to
be held on September 22nd. We will gather “on the green’ at the
M.R.P.S. Social Hall for a great park setting. If you have not purchased
your tickets yet, please call 923-7915 or visit the museum, Tipton’s Stationary, or the Manteca Senior Center. All board members have tickets
so please call them (numbers listed in this newsletter). We are also accepting donations of baskets or gift cards for the raffle. We look forward
to seeing our members, so please join us for a great meal, friendship, and
fun for all. The October program will feature Center Appliance & the
Fiore family. They have a long history in our community; and we invite
you to attend the program on October 10th. The planning process for the
3rd Trunk or Treat on October 26th is already in the works and everyone is welcome to participate. See you at the Autumn Social!

Museum Gift Shop
New items are available in the gift shop including canvas tote bags, plant stakes, notepads, and stickers. T-shirts are 50% off, while
supplies last. More jewelry has been added, so
come in and see the new inventory.
Members receive a 10% discount on items.

FOR REAL CLEAN
WINDOWS
Quentin & Lucas Bassett

(209)823-1492
For Excellent Service!

Adeleine & Joe
Freitas
October 23, 1919
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We are asking members to share their
email addresses with the museum so
that we will be able to communicate
with you outside of the newsletter. Your
information will not be shared with anyone and any email information will be
sent as a blind copy. Please send to:
info.mantecamuseum@gmail.com.
We have several but know that there are
many more. As a reminder, you may also request to have your newsletter sent
by email.

In Memory of
Museum Members
Mary “Mimi” Littleton
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MEMORIALS & HONOR’S
PROGRAM
This is a very special way to remember those who have passed away, or to honor one for a special
event, or tribute. All gifts directly benefit the museum. Gifts are typically tax deductible, and the names
of those remembered are then inscribed in the ”Honor Roll Book”, which is on permanent display at the
museum. Memorial Gift Forms are available at the museum docent desk, or by calling at (209) 825
-3021 office (leave message) and we will be happy to mail a Memorials form(s) to you. Many thanks
to past and present contributors for remembering friends and loved ones with a gift to the Manteca Museum. The Manteca Historical Society & Museum is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
Thank you!

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Received July 30, 2019 - August 24, 2019

In Memory of Brenna McCleary
Rocky Wilson
John & Sharon Van Zwaluwenburg
In Memory of Billie Corder
Randy & Marie Knodt
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“The biggest
communication
problem is we do
not listen to understand, we listen to reply.”

3rd Annual Trunk or Treat
The 3rd Annual Trunk or Treat will be held on Saturday, October 26,
2019, from 5 pm to 8 pm. Cost is $1.00 per family. Games, pumpkin
walk, music, popcorn, and lots of fun! Our members can help by donating
individually wrapped candy in bags or donating money to buy candy,
decorate the trunk of your car in a Halloween theme. We have room for 8
cars in the parking lot. Let us know how you can help by calling 209-9237915 or visiting the museum. Any extra candy will be donated to local
groups that send care packages to our troops overseas.
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Board Members 2019
Sally Mendes, President

923-7915

st

Kristin Founts, 1 VP

601-0602

nd

Vicki Miller, 2 VP

823-4327

Mark Abram, Co- Treasurer

239-0744

Artemis Vourakis, Co-Treasurer

471-2724

Leon Sucht, Parlimentarian

239-0288

Mike Brockman, Sgt at Arms

815-3636

Cleve Stafford, Director

823-4800

Donna Shannon, Director

815-8395

Maria Gully , Director

823-1276

Tommie Benavides, Director

275-7392

Richard Benavides

406-8950

GNARLY
Wine Tasting

September 2019
Docent Schedule
If you are a docent
please refer to the Calendar at the front desk.

Tuff Boy Sales & Tuff Boy Leasing
Bus: 209-239-1361

Our Goal is to Achieve Your Goal.
Free consultation for buyers or sellers!

Bus: 209-858-4131

Fax: 209-239-7086
Fax: 209-858-2835
5151 E. Almondwood Dr. 3870 W. Yosemite Ave.
Manteca, CA 95337

4 miles North of Manteca
Highway 99 at French Camp Road
(209)824-3500 - Daily 9:00am—5:30pm
www.dfvtastingroom.com

Lathrop, CA 95330

Cynthia & Dave Winegarden
REALTORS® Lic. # 00828836; 01885247
Cynthia 209-814-3014 cell
Cwinegarden@GoGrupe.com

Dave 209-275-7651 cell
Dwinegarden@GoGrupe.com

MANTECA
M ANTECA H ISTORICAL S OCIETY
& M USEUM

Museum address: 600 W. Yosemite Ave.

Mailing address: P.O. Box 907
Manteca, CA 95336
New Museum Hours:
Wed. &.Thurs. 1-3pm; Sat. & Sun. 1-4pm
Website:
www.themantecamuseum.org

Prefer your
newsletter online?
Email
info.mantecamuseum
@gmail.com

We will send it by email

September 2019
Address Service Requested
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