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Center Appliance & Center Plumbing Celebrate 70th Year Anniversary in 2019

By Jeanette Farley and Vince Rembulat

Frank Fiore, Sr. arrived in the United States from Italy
when he was eight years old and came with his family to
Manteca in 1920. Fast forward to 1945, when he was
among many young men from Manteca serving in the
military during World War II. While on leave during a
stop in Chicago, he went to a USO dance and a friendship with a young woman began. After a brief courtship,
Frances Witkus, became his wife and moved to Manteca
where they would create a family and a business.
In 1949, Frank Sr. and partner Roy Platt, who died shortly
after, founded Center Plumbing in downtown Manteca on
main Street and Center Street ( the basis for the name of
the business). Customers began to request that he install
and repair dishwashers and other appliances. In time, the
business expanded to include selling major brand name
kitchen and laundry appliances, and Center Appliance
was formed.
For many years, Center Appliance was surrounded by several competitors - Ed’s TV, Ace Hardware (also known as Hardware Mart), Honey’s Home Appliance, and Western Auto - all long
gone.
In 1979, the store relocated to a larger building on North Main Street near Lathrop Road. Due to
the Cal Trans realignment to accommodate a major interchange at Highway 99 and Lathrop
Road, in 2012 Center Appliance and Center Plumbing moved directly west to a larger, newlyconstructed building and warehouse area at 2020 Crestwood Avenue; its current location.
As the family-owned business and the children grew, the children and grandchildren became involved in participating in the business, along with long-time employees who became like family.
All are focused on providing one-on-one service and the business grew a corps of loyal customers.
Second generation siblings Frank Jr., Victor, Emmy Fiore-Esteves, and Cathy Hastings continue
to handle the business. Third generation Denise Maestas, daughter of Frank Jr., also works in the
office.
Maintaining its focus on customer service and reputation for providing appliances and parts
promptly, the store expanded its footprint to accommodate a larger display of floor models of
refrigerators, freezers, stoves, and a variety of other appliances and parts storage.
Throughout the years, Center Appliance has been a respected member of the business community
and generous supporter and donor to fundraisers by non-profit organizations in the community at
large. On August 7, 2019, Center Appliance invited the community to celebrate its 70th Anniversary with a event at the Manteca location that included refreshments, drawings for special
prizes, and a car show.
The business continues to serve customers in Manteca and Tracy as an appliance and parts expert
and source, providing high quality customer service and major brand products. Second, third, and
fourth generation family and current staff look forward to meeting the needs and expectations of
customers, now and far into the future.
Photo Caption: Center Appliance hosted the Manteca Chamber Morning Coffee Social on August 8, 2019. Shown with certificates recognizing its 70 Year anniversary from the Chamber and
CA Assemblyman Heath Fora are (from left): Frank Fiore, Jr. Cathy Hastings, Denise Maestas,
Emmy Fiore-Esteves, and Victor Fiore

Upcoming Dates:
All events are at the
Museum, unless indicated.
Exec. Committee Meeting
Wed. Oct. 9, 2019
3:30pm
Reminisce Group
Tues. Oct. 15, 2019
1:00 pm
Board Meeting
Thurs. Oct. 17, 2019
6:30pm
October Program
Thurs. Oct. 10, 2019
7:00pm

See us online:
themantecamuseum.org
Info.mantecamuseum@gmail.com
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...continued from September newsletter
My husband-to-be stayed at the ranch on Jack Tone Road until my dad and brothers herded the cows from Moraga because my father did not trust Mike Borges and felt he might steal some of the cows.
Joe went to Los Banos before we were married in 1919 and bought a dairy with his partner, Frank Tuledo. He leased 40 acres. We
were married on October 23, 1919 in the morning by Father Markizio at St. Anthony’s Church on Yosemite Avenue in Manteca. I
bought my wedding dress in Stockton at David Levinson. Mary Nunes was the Maid of Honor and her father, John Neves, was the
Best Man. The reception was held at my father’s house. It was a big wedding and we had a dance at the house. The day of my wedding, we took a family portrait. My mother bought a new dress for my sister Mary. I had my new going away dress, but Evelyn did
not get a new dress and her hair did not come out right and she was mad and looks angry in the portrait.
We went to San Francisco by bus on our honeymoon. We stayed with Joe’s aunt, Barbara Gasper, Joe’s father’s aunt for one week.
His aunt had a talking parrot that said, “Barbara, there’s someone at the door.” I bought Joe a used model T - Ford with the $180.00 I
had saved from skinning calves.
After the honeymoon, we went back to Los Banos. Joe was born on 9/14/1920 at my father’s house. I did not want a doctor, but my
mother called Dr. Gould anyway, which was good because Joe had the cord wrapped around his neck. He weighed 7 pounds and was
born at 12:30 pm. Helen was born on 9/22/1921 at my father’s ranch. Daddy helped deliver Helen and cut her cord. She weighed 8
pounds 4 ounces and was born at 1:45 am. We then moved to Modesto on Pleasant Street and Daddy worked in the Association
Creamery for 1 1/2 years. We then moved to Manteca to live with my parents in 1922 and Daddy worked for my father for six years
milking cows. Albert was born on 2/23/1923 at my father’s home. Albert was born breech and Daddy helped deliver him. He
weighed 9 pounds and was born at 2: 00 pm. Eleanor was born on 6/8/1924. She weighed 7 pounds. She was born at 4:00 am. Daddy
delivered Eleanor too at my father’s ranch.
I remember about this time my dog Fanny began foaming at the mouth and we suspected rabies and my father had to kill her. My
father’s cattle developed tuberculosis and they all had to be taken away.
We then rented 10 acres on the corner of Lathrop and Union Road in 1928. We rented it from Mr. Grove. We bought four Holstein
cows and raised calves for heifers. Daddy then started to buy day old calves and raised them for about one month and butchered
them and took them to the market at Wagner Market on Weber Street in Stockton. We started our dairy on the ranch. One day, while
I was milking the cows in the barn, I decided to check on the kids to see how they were doing. When I walked in the house I smelled
smoke. Daddy came home about this time and found a pillow that was smoldering in the closet that Eleanor had thrown there after
she caught it on fire. Daddy took the pillow outside and there luckily was no damage from the fire. Every day I would herd the cows
down the tracks which was the Tidewater Southern Pacific Railroad behind the house for about a mile past Louise Avenue to let
them graze. All four of the kids followed me. There were hobos along the tracks and the kids would stay close by me because I
would scare them to be sure they stayed close by. When the hobos came by, the kids would all get under my skirt.
In 1930, we bought 20 acres on Union Road for $4,000.00 through the Bank of Manteca. Mr. Barth was the manager. We paid 4%
interest. No papers were drawn up. We bought the property from Mr. Fisk. We moved our dairy to this property. There was a barn
with a corral, an old garage, a tank house, and an outhouse. The tank house had a kitchen, a bedroom, and a washroom downstairs.
The boys slept in the bedroom downstairs. We had to go outside to climb the stairs to the bedroom where there were two beds, one
for Daddy and myself and one for Helen and Eleanor. There was no heat upstairs. There was an outhouse north of the tank house. I
used to start a fire outside to heat water in a ten gallon milk can to wash clothes. Daddy built a smokehouse north of the tank house
by the old garage where he hung linguica, ham, and bacon I made. Carl Lang taught me how to smoke the bacon and hams.
In 1932, it snowed with about 1 1/2 inches on the ground. All the pipes froze. One day during the freeze, Helen was sweeping the
floor upstairs and when she was coming down the stairs, she slipped and dove head first all the way down the stairs. Luckily she was
unharmed. While we lived here, my father bought 80 acres on Jack Tone Road for $6,000.00.
In 1935, Daddy decided to build a home on the property. Mr. Limas and his son Bus, built the house. I designed the plan for the
house based somewhat on the house we had lived in on Lathrop and Union Road. The house cost $2,000.00 to build. We paid the
carpenters $4.00 a day. We moved into the house in 1936. My mother died on 4/30/1936 due to heart and kidney failure. She had a
nurse 24 hours a day for about one year. After my mother died, the nurse stayed on as a cook at the ranch.
We used to have a gutless, gray Nash and then we bought a gray 1936 Chevrolet 4-door Sedan. I used to drive the Chevrolet to Escalon to cut the peaches and apricots and to dry them in the Adrian’s Dry Yard. I used to take all four kids and we picked up Mrs.
Correia. Helen remembers doing twenty boxes a day. I also remember working at the Flotill Cannery on Fresno Avenue off of Highway 4 in Stockton. Helen worked there as well. We made $.69 an hour. We cut tomatoes and filled cans.
In the late 1930’s and 40’s, I raised my own chickens and rabbits. I used to take live chickens to Ripon to sell them to Jergenson and
sold them for $.60 - $.65 each. I used to raise rabbits and skin them and put the skins on stretchers. I made $.50 - $.75 per skin. I
used to candle and clean chicken eggs and sold them to Cottrell’s in Manteca. I used to drive into town with the car of pickup. I
could always sell our calves for more money than Daddy. I was a good saleswoman. I used to take milk in 10-gallon milk cans in a
pickup with a canvas top. I used to take dressed turkey to Dr. Whitaker, the veterinarian on Yosemite Avenue. I also gave dress turkey to Mr. Barth, who was the manager of the Bank of Manteca, for the holidays.
Helen was married to Frank Costa on 1/31/1942 at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Manteca. Helen and Frank have five children;
Betty, Gary, Kathleen, Randy, and Sandy. Bernice was born on 5/23/1942 in Stockton at St. Joseph’s Hospital. Bernice weighed 6
pounds 5 ounces. She was born at 1:30 pm. My father died on 11/16/1942. Eleanor was married to Harry Sanchez on 12/26/1942 at
St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Manteca. Harry and Eleanor have three children; Larry, Jim, and Shirley. Joe was married to Mary
Oliveira on 1/29/1947 at a Catholic Church in Reno, Nevada. Joe and Mary have four children; Alvin, Ralph, Paulette, and Pamela.
Albert was married to Edna Vieira on 5/25/1952 at St Patrick’s Catholic Church in Escalon. Albert and Edna have three children;
Done, Diane, and Denise. Bernice was married to Manuel Medeiros on 11/3/1963 at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Manteca.
Manuel and Bernice have two children; Rodney and Lisa. I have 17 grandchildren and 29 great grandchildren.
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President’s Corner
The 27th Annual Autumn Social was a wonderful event held on the
“green” at the M.R.P.S. Hall on a Sunday afternoon. We enjoyed a
great meal by Hats & Boots, music by Legends RBS, raffle gifts &
visiting with friends. Guests traveled from the Bay Area and as far
away as Shelton, WA to support the museum. Thanks to co-chairs
Tommie Benavides & Vicki Miller and their team for coordinating
the event. We are also grateful to our event sponsors; P.L. Fry &
Son, Raymus Homes, SSJID, AC Trucking, Doctors Hospital of
Manteca, Tuff Boy, George Perry & Sons, and J.R. Simplot Company. The 3rd Annual Trunk or Teat on Saturday, October 26th is
our next project spaces are still available so please call me at 9237915 to reserve a spot for your vehicle! Looking forward to seeing everyone at the program meeting on Thursday, October 10th featuring Center Appliance.

Museum Gift Shop
New items are available in the gift shop including canvas tote bags, plant stakes, notepads, and stickers. T-shirts are 50% off, while
supplies last. More jewelry has been added, so
come in and see the new inventory.
Members receive a 10% discount on items.

FOR REAL CLEAN
WINDOWS
Quentin & Lucas Bassett

(209)823-1492
For Excellent Service!

Melinda Pacheco Patrick will be signing
her new book,

“Images in America: Manteca”
at
The Great Valley Book Fest
Saturday, October 12, 2019 10am - 4pm
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William Filios, Sustaining
Nancy Vossos, Sustaining

MUSEUM

We are asking members to share their
email addresses with the museum so
that we will be able to communicate
with you outside of the newsletter. Your
information will not be shared with anyone and any email information will be
sent as a blind copy. Please send to:
info.mantecamuseum@gmail.com.
We have several but know that there are
many more. As a reminder, you may also request to have your newsletter sent
by email.

In Memory of
Museum Members

Glenn Page
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MEMORIALS & HONOR’S
PROGRAM
This is a very special way to remember those who have passed away, or to honor one for a special
event, or tribute. All gifts directly benefit the museum. Gifts are typically tax deductible, and the names
of those remembered are then inscribed in the ”Honor Roll Book”, which is on permanent display at the
museum. Memorial Gift Forms are available at the museum docent desk, or by calling at (209) 825
-3021 office (leave message) and we will be happy to mail a Memorials form(s) to you. Many thanks
to past and present contributors for remembering friends and loved ones with a gift to the Manteca Museum. The Manteca Historical Society & Museum is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
Thank you!

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Received August 25, 2019 - September 24, 2019

In Memory of William Bouzeneris
Evelyn Bouzeneris
In Memory of Glenn Page
Sally Mendes
In Memory of Tom Webber
Sally Mendes, Class of ‘66
In Memory of Tom Liggett
Rocky Wilson
Scott & Lorene Smith
In Memory of Brenna McCleary
Scott & Lorene Smith
In Memory of Manuel De Costa
Scott & Lorene Smith
In Memory of Mary Buck
Jerry & Katherine Linder
Carol Turk Buck
In Memory of Victor Gully
Maria Gully
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“Getting good
players is easy.
Gettin’em to
play together is
the hard part.
-Casey Stengel

Autumn Social 2019
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PAGE 7

Board Members 2019
Sally Mendes, President

923-7915

st

Kristin Founts, 1 VP

601-0602

nd

Vicki Miller, 2 VP

823-4327

Mark Abram, Co- Treasurer

239-0744

Artemis Vourakis, Co-Treasurer

471-2724

Leon Sucht, Parlimentarian

239-0288

Mike Brockman, Sgt at Arms

815-3636

Cleve Stafford, Director

823-4800

Donna Shannon, Director

815-8395

Maria Gully , Director

823-1276

Tommie Benavides, Director

275-7392

Richard Benavides

406-8950

GNARLY
Wine Tasting

October 2019 Docent Schedule
If you are a docent
please refer to the Calendar at the front desk.

Tuff Boy Sales & Tuff Boy Leasing
Bus: 209-239-1361

Our Goal is to Achieve Your Goal.
Free consultation for buyers or sellers!

Bus: 209-858-4131

Fax: 209-239-7086
Fax: 209-858-2835
5151 E. Almondwood Dr. 3870 W. Yosemite Ave.
Manteca, CA 95337

4 miles North of Manteca
Highway 99 at French Camp Road
(209)824-3500 - Daily 9:00am—5:30pm
www.dfvtastingroom.com

Lathrop, CA 95330

Cynthia & Dave Winegarden
REALTORS® Lic. # 00828836; 01885247
Cynthia 209-814-3014 cell
Cwinegarden@GoGrupe.com

Dave 209-275-7651 cell
Dwinegarden@GoGrupe.com
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Museum address: 600 W. Yosemite Ave.

Mailing address: P.O. Box 907
Manteca, CA 95336
New Museum Hours:
Wed. &.Thurs. 1-3pm; Sat. & Sun. 1-4pm
Website:
www.themantecamuseum.org

Prefer your
newsletter online?
Email
info.mantecamuseum
@gmail.com

We will send it by email
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