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The Great Flood

Upcoming dates:

By Donna Stafford

All events are at the

Recently I read a book called The Big Ones; by Dr. Lucy Jones of the Geological
Survey. She is a Seismologist and holds a PHD in Geophysics. I learned that the
most devastating event in California’s history
was not an earthquake like most people think;
but a flood.

Museum, unless indicated.

In 1861-62 the worst flooding in the history
of California, Oregon and Nevada killed thousands of people; more than 1% of the population
at the time. It also caused our state to go bankrupt.

Museum Closed
Easter Sunday April 27, 2019
Exec. Committee Meeting
Wed. April 10, 2019 at 3:30pm
Board Meeting
Thurs. April 18, 2019 at
6:30pm

See us online:
Facebook/
MantecaMuseum

Agricultures’ center, here in the Central Valley; was covered in 30 feet of water. This flood
became known as; ‘The Great Flood’ even
though most of us have never heard about it before.

OUR NEW
WEBSITE IS:

themantecamuseum.org

Up until this flood happened the states’ infrastructure was ignored and irrigation systems were not thought about. With our 3
to 4 months of rainfall, the valley could not support most crops. However; with
the Gold Rush’s influx of people, there was a desire of the leaders to change
things. Josiah Whitney was hired, but did not work out too well. A Botanist
who worked under him; William Brewer kept a daily journal, and it is from this
journal that we have learned a lot about this flood.
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William Brewer recorded; “Between the start of November 6th to January
18th; 32 3/4” had poured down, and it was still raining. Three times as much fell
on the mining districts on the Sierra slopes. Between November 11th, 1861 and
January 14th, 1862, 72”; (six feet), had fallen in Tuolumne County.”
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A record in Los Angeles showed 66” of rain. There was destruction across
the entire state; thousands were killed, crops destroyed, fields, herds and busi-
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Most winter storms that hit California produce as much rain as a hurricane.
Some have dropped 16’’ of rain in 5 days. These storms are called; Atmospheric
Rivers. In them; a narrow plume of atmospheric moisture will carry water from
the tropics into the midlatitudes. Being several thousand miles long and only a
few hundred miles wide; a storm like this will bring very heavy rainfall when it
hits our coast. Sometimes atmospheric conditions will cause more than a day or
two of rain, and when this happens, flooding occurs. An Atmospheric River
began pouring rain down on Oregon in early December 1861. Rain continued on
Northern California in late December through January of 1862. The water hit
southern California by the end of January. We had constant rain here for 45 days.

See page 2...

Museum Hours: Wed. & Thurs., 1- 3pm; Sat. & Sun., 1- 4pm - Call (209)825-3021 for Info. - Admission is Free
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With the Central Valley being a huge depression that runs most of the length of the state; torrents of rain
coming from the Sierra Nevadas; filled the valley here with so much water, it took a year to drain.
Sacramento had the most concentrated losses since the city sat at the confluence of both the American and
Sacramento Rivers, on flatland. The American River rose first and the levee failed the morning of January 9th.
But the Sacramento River had not crested and its’ levee held; trapping the water from the American River
within the city. By January 10th the river in Sacramento was 27 feet above the low level. The city sat at 16
feet above low water and was now submerged in 8 feet of water. Many two-story houses were lifted away.
All firewood, most fences and sheds, poultry, cats, rats, dogs and cows were swept away in the Sacramento
area. Three months later Sacramento was still underwater with no passable roads, business at a standstill with
fragments of homes floating by in muddy waters. Eventually they did recover, but the ground level was raised
9 to 14 feet in a 2 1/2 mile stretch of the city. This is why there are buildings under street level in Sacramento.
William Brewer began referring to the Central Valley as; ‘The Lake’, and wrote; “The Lake was at that
point 60 miles wide from mountains on one side to the hills on the other. . . Nearly every house and farm over
this immense region is gone. There was such a body of water – 250 to 300 miles long and 20 to 50 miles
wide; the water so ice cold and muddy, that the winds made high waves; which beat the farm homes into pieces. America has never before seen such desolation by flood as this has been, and seldom has the Old World
seen the like.”
In the Lake; that was the Central Valley, water persisted for a year. The tops of new telephone poles were
completely submerged and did not function for months. There was no mail due to impassable roads. There
was no communication with the outside world for a month. From property tax records we know that one third
of taxable land was destroyed and the state went bankrupt.
This flood changed the economy of California. Whole industries were crippled. Fresh water, heavy with sediment; flushed over oyster beds of San Francisco Bay, halting production. Mining equipment was washed out
of the mountains and miners were lost; causing the beginning of the end of the Gold Rush. For Farmers;
200,000 head of cattle, 100,000 sheep and 500,000 lambs were drowned. Ranchers could not afford to restock
their herds and this flood was followed by 2 years of drought; turning California from a ranching to a farming
state.
The 1861-62 flood was the worst of many devastating floods in California in the 19th Century. By the early
20 Century the great Delta of the Central Valley had been contained by levees. Also; with dams built in the
Sierra foothills that saved water for irrigation, flooding was reduced. Engineers have managed smaller floods.
Dams and levees will accommodate 100-year floods or, in some cases; 200-year floods. But a larger flood is
always possible. Dr. Jones points out that in the future another winter like 1861-62 will come along and overflow the dams and break through levees flooding millions of homes. As she puts it; “It is not a question of if,
but when.”
th

When one-third of the taxable land in California was destroyed in 1862, California had 400,000 residents.
It now has almost 100 times more people; all at risk from a future flood.
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President’s Corner
I am a charter member of the Manteca Historical Society & Museum and have been
secretary for the last three years. I have deep ties to the Manteca/Lathrop communities having been born in Lathrop and work there for 39 years. Most of my family
still lives in the area and history is very important to all of us. I was pleased to be
elected President of the Board at the March meeting. In addition to myself the
2019-2020 board includes: Kristin Founts (1st VP), Vicki Miller (2nd VP), Artemis
Vourakis/Mark Abram (Co-Treasurers), Nancy Jones (Secretary) Leon Sucht
(Parlimentarian) & Mike Brockman (Sgt-at-Arms). We welcomed two new board
members as well – Donna Shannon & Artemis Vourakis.
I look forward to working with the new board, docents and all members of the museum. Membership renewal is nearly complete and membership cards will be provided very soon. You are always welcome
to contact me with any questions or suggestions at (209) 923-7915. There is always much work to be
done and I look forward to leading the way for changes!

FOR REAL CLEAN
WINDOWS
Quentin & Lucas Bassett

(209)823-1492
For Excellent Service!

Get well wishes to LaMerle Peterson and
Mary Jo Sachs, you are missed by your fellow docents and we look forward to your
speedy return.

Sylvia Pickens Anderson, charter member,
recently relocated to Tacoma, WA after
losing home & possessions in the Paradise
fires.
We wish her the best and send prayers & good
thoughts.
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The M.R.P.S. is Celebrating their
100th Anniversary in June 13th 2019.

A commemorative
cookbook is on sale at
the museum gift shop
for $35.00. There will
also be a program June
13,2019 more info will
be provided, in May!

We were sorry to learn of the
passing of John K, Borders recently, a great man, museum
supporter and board officer.
John was a welcome addition to
the museum board of directors
over the past few years, serving
as parliamentarian. He provided
sound advice for our non profit
business affairs, and was a
pleasant person to have around,
in general.
John's positive feedback and
support for the organization
were a big help, even more than
he knew. We will miss his smiling face and positive demeanor. We wish his
extended family
well, and are sorry
for their loss.

Renewing Members
ASSOCIATE: Sylvia Anderson, Tina Caperon,
Lori Tiago, Beverly Camozzi, Donna Shannon,
Mary Jo Sachs
PATRON: Yvonne Zanetti, Liliana & Joaquin
Garcia
FAMILY: Lloyd & Lori Mackey, Ron & Nancy
Howe
SUSTAINING: George & Gail Perry, Violet Perry
ORGANIZATION: M.R.P.S.

MUSEUM

Recently Passed
Museum Friends
Louis Bronzan
Henry “Hank” Lima
Addie Micheletti
Beverly Brownell
Mary Nunes Albertson
Delbert Wester
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MEMORIALS &
HONOR’S PROGRAM
This is a very special way to remember those who have passed away, or to honor one for a special
event, or tribute. All gifts directly benefit the museum. Gifts are typically tax deductible, and the names
of those remembered are then inscribed in the ”Honor Roll Book”, which is on permanent display at the
museum. Memorial Gift Forms are available at the museum docent desk, or by calling at (209) 825
-3021 office (leave message) and we will be happy to mail a Memorials form(s) to you. Many thanks
to past and present contributors for remembering friends and loved ones with a gift to the Manteca Museum. The Manteca Historical Society & Museum is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
Thank you!

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Received February 14, 2019 - March 12, 2019

In Memory of Victor Gully

In Memory of Alice Widmer

In Memory of Ralph Angelo Aquaro

In Memory of Sanford 'Sandy' Hedegard

In Memory of John 'Dave' Foehringer

In Memory of Irene Sephos

In Memory of Robert Phillips

In Memory of Dorothy Hahn

In Memory of Henry 'Hank' Lima

In Memory of Mary Jo Brumley Mathews
Scott & Lorene Smith

Maria Gully

Lucille Harris
Raymond & Chris Mendes

Bill & Beverly Eavenson
Bill & Beverly Eavenson

Carrol & Shannon Adams
Raymond & Chris Mendes
Karen Ann Cambra

In Memory of Mary Albertson
Raymond & Chris Mendes

In Memory of Jim Ennes
Raymond & Chris Mendes

In Memory of Mabel Teicheira
Marian Orlando
Maria Gully
Karen Ann Cambra

In Memory of Art Cabral
Karen Ann Cambra

Karen Ann Cambra

Ruth & Gregory Cano
Karen Ann Cambra

Karen Ann Cambra
Karen Ann Cambra

In Memory of Dale Summers
Karen Ann Cambra
Scott & Lorene Smith
In Memory of Beverly J. Brownell
John Smith
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Reminisce group…
On the 3rd Tuesday of every month
at 1:00pm, join in as this group of
Historical Society folks meet at the museum to discuss days
gone by. Please sign up, Give Billie a call at 209.982.4167.
Come and share some old times at the Manteca Museum.
Anyone is welcome to come! Bring something to talk about!
Reminisce meetings last an hour or two, depending on the
subjects and discussions. This monthly meeting is free for
Historical Society members & guests. Coffee and cookies
are often served!

SJ County Museum
docents!
They will
visit for a
tour & lunch
on Tuesday
April
23rd from 10

MUHS
Multiclass
reunion
Sunday, April 28th
Meet & greet at 10 am
at the museum!

am to noon!

Gourmet Sampler Success!
Thank you to all who volunteered to make
this event happen! Most of all a big thank you
to the restaurants that participated and presented samples of their delicious specialties!

A Call For Docents!

Love History? Love Manteca History?
Then this is the place for you!
The Manteca Historical Museum is looking for
Docents and Volunteers!
We are getting busier, and need more volunteers to stay open! If you are interested in
becoming a docent please come in to the
Museum and sign up.
We have docents that will be happy to
teach the history of this town we call home!
Docents can volunteer at the museum for as
few as two hours per month. For information
please call Tommie Benavides.

May 9th program

The museum will
feature the life of
Thomas Brockman, first
police chief in
Manteca. Program will
be presented by his
grandson, Frank Brockman. More info in May!

April 2019 Docent Schedule
If you are a docent
please refer to the
Calendar at the front
desk. Or please call
the Museum
209.825.3021
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Board Members 2019
Sally Mendes, President
st

Kristin Founts, 1 VP

923-7915
858-4846

nd

Vicki Miller, 2 VP

823-4327

Mark Abram, Co- Treasurer

239-0744

Artemis Vourakis, Co-Treasurer

471-2724

Nancy Jones, Secretary

640-4202

Leon Sucht, Parlimentarian

239-0288

Mike Brockman, Sgt at Arms

815-3636

Cleve Stafford, Director

823-4800

Crystal Garcia, Director

825-3021

Don Jones, Director

640-4202

Donna Shannon, Director

815-8395

Liliana Garcia, Director

822-0932

Maria Gully , Director

823-1276

Tommie Benavides, Director

275-7392

Come on down to the
Museum gift shop!
Our shop has a variety of items for your loved ones. We have
seasonal decorations, home goods, jewelry, local historical
Books and also Manteca Historical Society & Museum gear!

Tuff Boy Sales & Tuff Boy Leasing
Bus: 209-239-1361

Wine Tasting
4 miles North of Manteca
Highway 99 at French Camp Road
(209)824-3500 - Daily 9:00am—5:30pm
www.dfvtastingroom.com

Our Goal is to Achieve Your Goal.
Free consultation for buyers or sellers!

Bus: 209-858-4131

Fax: 209-239-7086
Fax: 209-858-2835
5151 E. Almondwood Dr. 3870 W. Yosemite Ave.
Manteca, CA 95337

GNARLY

Lathrop, CA 95330

Cynthia & Dave Winegarden
REALTORS® Lic. # 00828836; 01885247
Cynthia 209-814-3014 cell
Cwinegarden@GoGrupe.com

Dave 209-275-7651 cell
Dwinegarden@GoGrupe.com

MANTECA
M ANTECA H ISTORICAL S OCIETY
& M USEUM

Museum address: 600 W. Yosemite Ave.

Mailing address: P.O. Box 907
Manteca, CA 95336
New Museum Hours:
Wed. &.Thurs. 1-3pm; Sat. & Sun. 1-4pm
Website:
www.themantecamuseum.org

Prefer your
newsletter online?
Email
info.mantecamuseum
@gmail.com

We will send it by email

If you also have any suggestions for the
newsletter or a story to tell contact.
Crystal Garcia– Editor at the museum.

April, 2019
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